MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  GROUPS 

issued  by  the 

Friends  Coniaiittee  on  National  Legislation 
1000  Eleventh  Street,  N*  W. 

TWashington  1,  D,  C* 


Washington  Letter  No.  59  January  26,  i9U9 


PRESIDENT  ASKS  FOR  RECORD  PEACETIME  BUDGET 


In  his  budget  message  on  January  11,  President  Truman  asked  for  $141,858,000,000  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year,  of  which  rearmament  and  foreign  aid  take  about  $21  billion,  and 
veterans  aid  and  interest  on  the  public  debt  about  $11  billion  more.  When  un'^udgeted 
items  are  added,  the  figure  is  nearer  $U5  billion  proposed  for  next  year's  spending. 

The  military  establishment  would  receive  $lli,2l8,000,000  for  1,621,000  men  and  women  full 
time  in  uniform  (plus  890, Ul5  civilians  on  the  military  payroll  last  December) ,  plus 
9U9,000  reserves.  If  U  M  T  were  to  be  passed,  that  would  add  some  800,000  more.  The 
$lii  billion  military  budget  does  not  include  $800,000,000  proposed  for  U  M  T  by  the 
President,  nor  $525  million  for  military  stockpiling,  nor  $U30  million  for  new  military 
construction,  nor  $7U0  million  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  nor  $16,700,000  for  the 
Selective  Service  System,  nor  military  assistance  to  Greece,  Turkey  or  Western  Europe, 
nor  $1  billion  for  government  and  relief  of  occupied  areas. 

Compare  the  above  figures  with  support  of  the  United  Nations,  or  health,  or  education: 
International  Organization 

United  Nations,  including  United  States  expenses 
UNESCO  -  world  education  for  understanding  and  peace 
World  Health  Organization  -  fighting  epidemics  and  disease 
International  Labor  Organization  -  for  all  who  labor 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  -  overcoming  world  hunger 
Pan  American  Union  -  political  and  economic  cooperation,  western 

hemisphere 

International  Refugee  Organization  -  feeding  800,000  refugees 
International  Children' s  Emergency  Fund 

Education 

United  States  Office  of  Education  -  general  activities 
Payments  to  land  grant  colleges 

Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation  for  the  handicapped 
Vocational  education  -  mostly  grants  to  states 
School  lunches  -  no  equipment 

Federal  Aid  to  Education  •  if  passed 
Health 

Total  to  the  Public  Health  Service,  in¬ 
cluding  health  grants  to  the  states  177,951,000 

Recommended  appropriations  included  in  above  figure: 

Control  of  tuberculosis  $  9,550,000 

Control  of  venereal  disease  16,000,000 

Mental  health  activities  10,562,000 

Medical  research  -  National 

Institute  of  Health  11,800,000 

National  Heart  Institute  U9000,000 

National  Cancer  Institute  16,100,000 

Food  and  Drug  Administration  -  so  you  will  know  irtiat  you  buy 


$  18,115,260 
3,720,U00 
1,920,000 
8U8,058 
1,250,000 

1,536,352 

70,500,000 

Nothing 


1,93U,000 

5,030,000 

20,500,000 

27,127,883 

75,000,000 

300,000,000 


6,085,00P 
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CONtmESS  COOL  TO  U  M  T  REQUEST 

The  President  declared  in  his  State  of  the  Union  message  to  Congress  on  January  5  that 
**  further  improvements  in  our  national  security  legislation  are  necessary  and  universal 
training  is  essential  to  the  security  of  the  United  States,**  and  asked  in  his  budget  mes¬ 
sage  for  $800,000,000  for  U  M  T.  However,  Representative  Carl  Vinson  of  Georgia,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee,  declared  afterward  that  he  did  not  ejqpect  U  M  T 
would  be  acted  upon  by  his  committee  this  year.  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft  repeated  his  oft- 
stated  opposition  to  the  passage  of  a  universal  mill tar/  training  bill.  Spokesmen  for  the 
American  Legion,  Disabled  War  Veterans,  Veterans  of  Foreign "“ars,  and  AMVETS  said 
recently  over  the  radio  that  their  organizations  would  continue  to  press  for  U  M  T. 

INDUCTIONS  UNDER  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  HALTED  BUT  NO  RESPITE  FOR  NON^GISTRANTS 

General  Lewis  B.  Hershey,  head  of  the  Selective  Service  System,  announced  recently  that 
the  draft  calls  for  the  Array  would  be  suspended  during  February  and  Uarch.  Then  on 
January  20,  Defense  Secretary  Forrestal  announced  that  the  military  establishment  had 
reached  the  budgetary  limitations  of  1,621,000  men  and  could  only  take  recruits  to  fill 
expiring  enlistments,  so  Selective  Service  will  not  operate  unless  enlistments  fall  below 
the  number  of  men  leaving  the  armed  services.  Appropriations  for  Selective  Service  were 
$25,000,000  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 


The  Central  Coramittee  for  Conscientious  Objectors  reported  on  January  2h  that  there  had 
been  55  non-registrants  arrested  so  far,  of  whom  2li  are  now  serving  prison  sentences  of 
from  three  months  to  three  years;  one  was  on  probation  for  relief  work  under  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee;  one  was  dismissed;  four  registered  after  arrest;  and  25  cases 
were  pending  before  the  courts.  The  C.C.C.O.  indicates  that  they  do  not  have  information 
on  the  church  affiliations  of  11  men,  and  that  9  are  not  members  of  any  church.  Of  the 
remaining  35,  two-thirds  are  Friends,  and  the  remaining  one-third  include  Methodist, 
Presbyterian,  Congregational,  Baptist,  Brethren  and  Mennonite  church  affiliates. 


At  least  ten  of  these  non-registrants  are  married,  and  those  with  World  War  II  records  are 
equally  divided  between  ex-prison,  ex-Civilian  Public  Service,  and  veterans  of  the 
armed  forces.  The  average  bail  has  been  $680.  Nineteen  months  has  been  the  average 
sentence  imposed. 


DISPLACED  PERSONS  LEGISLATION 

Of  the  numerous  bills  introduced  to  amend  Public  Law  77U  (the  Displaced  Persons  Act  of 
19ii8) ,  3.  311}  sponsored  by  J.  Howard  McGrath  of  Rhode  Island  and  Matthew  M.  Neely  of 

West  Virginia,  appears  to  be  scheduled  for  action  in  the  Senate  Judiciary  Comniittee  and 
on  the  floor. 

Provisions  of  this  bill  which  we  believe  are  desirable  and  necessary  from  the  point  of 
view  of  meeting  the  need  of  the  still  unsettled  displaced  persons  include: 

1.  Increase  in  the  total  number  to  be  admitted  from  205,000  to  U00,000. 

2.  Changing  the  "cut  off  date**  so  that  persons  who  entered  camps  up  until  April'  21, 
I9U7  are  eligible  instead  of  only  those  who  entered  by  December  22,  19U5. 

3.  Liberalizing  the  provisions  regarding  guarantees  of  housing  and  a  job  in  the  United 
States  and  requiring  instead  assurances  that  refugees  '*will  not  become  a  public 
charge.** 

U.  Elimination  of  the  requirement  that  half  the  number  coming  in  should  be  charged 
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against  future  inmiigration  quotas. 


5.  Provision  that  various  groups  should  not  be  discriminated  against,  and  eliminating 
the  preference  assigned  to  the  Baltic  countries. 

6.  Repeal  of  the  provision  that  30^  of  the  immigrants  should  be  agricultural  workers 
and  establishing  a  broader  basis  for  eligibility. 

The  bill  does  NOTi 

1.  Include  refugees  other  than  in  lllied  Europe,  such  as  Shan^ai,  Palestine,  nor 
the  civil  war  refugees  in  India  and  China. 

2.  Do  anything  more  for  millions  of  "eaqjellees"  or  persons  of  German  ancestry  who  were 
forced  out  of  Eastern  Europe  into  Germany  and  who  are  not  cared  for  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Refugee  Organization.  The  McGrath  bill  does  not  change  the  provision  in 
the  present  bill  to  admit  27,000  people  of  German  ethnic  origin. 

People  opposed  to  admitting  expellees  argue  that  most  of  these  Germans  are  Nazis  or  Nazi 
sympathizers  and  should  not  receive  consideration,  or  that  the  madn  problem  is  to  get 
refugees  in  displaced  persons  camps  moved  now.  Those  who  favor  consideration  of  admitting 
some  ethnic  Germans  believe  that  they  are  victims  of  war,  too,  that  many  of  them  are  not 
sympathizers  with  totalitarianism  and  could  be  screened  as  are  the  other  displaced  persons. 
Further,  it  would  seem  that  the  United  States  bears  some  responsibility  for  their  forcible 
removal  because  of  the  wartime  agreements.  There  is  also  the  claim  of  mercy  and 
humanitar iani sm . 

The  over-all  problem  of  refugees  and  of  immigration  has  not  been  met  by  the  proposed  bill. 
The  International  Refugee  Organization,  through  which  the  cases  of  people  in  displaced 
persons  camps  are  handled,  is  only  planned  to  run  until  sometime  in  1950. 

A  measure  to  appropriate  $16,000,000  for  relief  in  Palestine  is  now  before  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee,  It  is  inqjortant  to  pass  the  relief  bill  for  Palestinian 
relbgees  pronptly,  and  amendments  to  the  displaced  persons  act  such  as  the  McGrath  bill. 

It  is  equally  necessary  to  face  the  worldwide  problem  of  homeless  people,  which  unfortu¬ 
nately  continues  to  grow.  Will  you  write  your  Congressman  and  Senators  about  these  two 
bills  today? 

REPEAL  OF  THE  ORIENTAL  EXCLUSION  ACT  OF  192U 

Twenty-five  years  after  the  passage  of  the  un-democratic  law  excluding  all  Orientals  from 
permanent  immigration  to  this  country  or  naturalization  for  the  thousands  who  were  already 
here,  there  arises  a  strong  possibility  for  repeal. 

Former  Ambassador  to  Japan,  Joseph  C.  Grew,  said  on  April  12,  19U8  before  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  subcommittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  exclusion  laws  were  a  primary 
source  of  bad  relations  with  Japan,  out  of  which  eventiially  developed  war.  Many  persons 
concerned  about  the  measure  at  the  time  of  passage,  who  were  in  Japan  at  the  time  or  soon 
after,  saw  that  the  United  States  had  weakened  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  this  country 
there  and  had  helped  tip  the  balance  of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  military  nationalists 
out  of  which  grew  the  war  clique  of  Japan. 

A  bill  was  introduced  during  the  80th  Congress  by  Walter  Judd  of  Minnesota  calling  for  the 
removal  of  all  racial  discrimination  in  American  nationality  laws,  and  providing  that 
application  for  citizenship  through  naturalization  be  on  an  individual  examination  basis 
open  to  all  Immigrants  who  have  a  legal  ri^t  to  permanent  residence  in  the  United 
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were  not  previously  eligible.  Hearings  were  held  during  Aoril  19U8  and  the  subcoirmittee  WM 
reported  favorably  but  no  action  was  taken  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  o]fll 
in  the  Senate. 

According  to  the  19ii0  census  (the  last  official  count)  there  were  U8,l58  aliens  in  the 
United  States  and  39,78U  in  Hawaii,  who  were  ineligible  for  citizenship  solely  because  of  SI 
race  and  place  of  birth.  965^  of  these  were  Japanese,  the  remainder  Koreans,  Polynesians  SI 
and  other  Asiatic  peoples.  The  vast  majority  frtio  were  ineligible  to  citizenship  have  IS 
lived  in  the  United  States  or  Hawaii  for  thirty  or  more  years  as  respected,  law  abiding  H 
members  of  their  communities.  n 

There  have  been  five  identical  bills  introduced  in  the  8lst  Congress,  all  of  which  are  H 
identical  with  the  Judd  bill  mentioned  above.  They  are  by  Walter  of  Pennsylvania,  H.R.  H 
308;  by  Miller  of  California,  H.  R.  9O5  by  Judd  of  Minnesota,  H,  R.  199;  by  Yates  of  I 
Illinois,  H.  R.  lUUU;  and  by  Farrington  of  Hawaii,  H.  R.  121h.  Which  one  of  these  will  ■ 
be  acted  upon  is  still  uncertain  but  the  basic  idea  presented  deserves  the  support  of  all  H 
those  )rtio  are  concerned  about  and  believe  in  better  understanding  among  nations  as  one  9 
step  toward  permanent  peace.  The  Oriental  Exclusion  Act  has  contributed  much  ill  will  to9 
American  relations  in  the  Far  East.  The  complete  removal  of  the  measure  from  our  statute  I 
books  would  be  a  step  forward.  I 

FEDERAL  AID  TO  EDUCATION 

Senator  Elbert  D,  Thomas  of  Utah,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare,  heads  the  list  of  sponsors  for  the  Federal  Aid  to  Education  measure,  S.  2U6. 

This  bill  is  identical  with  the  Taft  bill  passed  the  Swiate  last  year,  but  never  acted 
on  by  the  House.  Other  sponsors  include  Senators  Hill  of  Alabama,  Murray  of  Montana, 
Neely  of  Nest  Virginia,  Chavez  of  New  Mexico,  Pepper  of  Florida,  Ellender  of 
Louisiana,  McGrath  of  Rhode  Island,  Long  of  Louisiana,  Taft  of  Ohio,  Tobey  of  New 
Hampshire,  Aiken  of  Vermont,  and  Smith  of  New  Jersey. 

The  bill  irtiich  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Labor  and  Welfare  Committee  seeks  more  nearl; 
to  equalize  educational  opportunity  throughout  the  United  States  by  distributing  federal 
funds  to  states  on  the  basis  of  their  needs  and  their  effort  in  relation  to  per  capita 
income.  The  states  administer  the  f^ds.  Guarantees  for  state  and  local  control  are 
written  into  the  bill.  The  initial  appropriation  would  be  $300,000,000  per  year. 

the  two  roost  debated  features  are  aid  to  parochial  schools  and  the  question  of  segrega¬ 
tion.  The  bill  provides  that  federal  funds  may  be  used  in  states  for  aid  to  parochial 
schools  where  the  states  themselves  give  grants  for  school  books,  lunches,  etc.  The  al¬ 
ternative  would  be  federal  control.  There  also  seems  to  be  an  effort  to  introduce  non- 
segregation  provisions  instead  of  the  measure  giving  supposedly  equal  support  of  both 
white  and  colored  schools.  Proponents  of  the  measure  hope  it  will  be  reported  out  without 
hearings  in  view  of  the  extensive  hearings  last  year. 

E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Barbara  Grant,  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 

«  «  «  «  « 

F  C  N  L  STATEKIENT  ON  LEGISLATIVE  POLICY 

Enclosed  with  this  newsletter  is  the  19U9  Statement  on  Legislative  Policy  adopted  by  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  General  Committee 
January  6.  Could  you  send  for  copies  for  each  family  in  your  Meeting,  at  2  cents  each? 
Will  you  read  it,  discuss  it,  and  send  us  comments?  In  particular,  what  can  you  do  to 
help  get  these  ideas  adopted  by  Congress? 
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STATEMENT  ON  LEGISLATIVE  POLICY 
THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

FOR  1949 


In  its  efforts  to  promote  peace  and  {ustice,  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  recommends  the  following  for  special  attention 
in  1949: 

1.  IMPROVEMENT  OF  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE 
SOVIET  UNION. 

2.  UNITED  NATIONS  AND  FEDERAL  WORLD  GOVERNMENT.  Support  and 
development  of  the  United  Nations  and  its  related  agencies  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Charter,  and  its  progressive  development  into  world  government. 

3.  LIMITATION  AND  REDUCTION  OF  ARMAMENTS.  INCLUDING  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL  CONTROL  OF  ATOMIC  ENERGY. 

4.  AN  ADEQUATE  NON-DISCRIMINATORY  PROGRAM  TO  AID  WORLD 
RECOVERY. 

5.  REDUCTION  OF  TRADE  BARRIERS  AND  ENCOURAGMENT  OF  WORLD 
TRADE. 

6.  IMMIGRATION  AND  RECEPTION  OF  DISPLACED  PERSONS  REGULATED 
WITH  MORE  HUMANITY,  MORE  GENEROSITY.  AND  WITHOUT  DIS- 
CRIMINATION. 

7.  A  DOMESTIC  PROGRAM  THAT 

Reverses  the  trend  toward  the  militarization  of  the  United  States, 

Opposes  U  M  T  and  peacetime  conscription. 

Provides  for  progress  toward  welfare,  education  and  social  security, 

Protects  civil  and  social  rights  and  liberties. 


THE  GENERAL  PURPOSE  AND  METHODS  OF  THE  COMMIHEE 

The  general  purpose  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  is  to  assist  members  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  and  like-minded  citizens  to  contribute  effectively  in  the  process  of  shaping 
important  decisions  by  Congress  and  other  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  on  causes  that  Friends 
have  at  heart.  Friends  are  concerned  today,  as  they  have  been  in  the  past,  that  governments  shall  act 
wisely  and  justly  in  furtherance  of  the  well-being  of  people,  toward  the  creation  of  a  true  world  com¬ 
munity,  and  for  the  elimination  of  the  institution  of  war  and  militarism. 

The  Committee  does  not  intend  to  press  its  concerns  by  political  pressure  methods;  it  expects  to 
explore  with  members  of  Congress  the  problems  to  be  solved,  and  endeavors  to  win  the  assent  of 
reasonable  minds  toward  the  objectives  sought. 

The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  directs  its  attention  primarily  to  legislation  and  to 
actions  of  executive  agencies  affecting  issues  such  as  those  presented  in  this  statement. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

1000  Eleventh  Street,  N.W.  Washingon  I,  D.  C.  Telephone:  STerling  371 1 


INTRODUCTION 


are  essential  to  progress  in  bettering  relations  between  the 
Unlled  States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 


encourage  the  United  States  to  aid 
adoption  of  the  Covenant  which  is  to 


We  believe  that  the  present  trend  toward  war  can  be 
reversed  by  prompt  and  wise  action.  This  is  difficult.  It  Is 
also  urgent.  The  victorious  powers  In  World  War  II,  instead 
of  maintaining  the  unity  essential  tor  the  organization  of 
peace,  have  allowed  their  political  and  Ideological  differ¬ 
ences  to  divide  them  into  rival  blocs  which  seem  more  bent 
upon  securing  supreme  positions  of  power  throughout  the 
world  than  on  solving  the  social  and  economic  problems  of 
reconstruction.  In  this  competition  for  power,  considerations 
of  military  strategy  and  the  extension  of  political-economic 
Ideologies  have  taken  precedence  over  basic  human  needs 
and  aspirations.  The  search  for  security  through  supremacy 
has  led  to  a  vicious  circle  of  unending  rivalry  In  which  each 
group  has  sought  to  out-do  the  other.  There  is  no  prospect 
of  permanent  peace  through  such  methods. 

The  United  States  shares  responsibility  for  this  condi¬ 
tion,  and  shows  lack  of  faith  in  Christian  methods — coopera¬ 
tion,  confidence  and  good  will.  We  must  abandon  policies 
of  fear  and  despair  If  we  would  break  through  the  vicious 
circle.  War  is  not  Inevitable.  Peace  can  be  achieved. 
What  is  needed  is  the  extension  of  world-wide  law  and 
government  rather  than  military  nationalism,  and  a  larger 
measure  of  faith  in  God  and  in  mankind — in  the  supremacy 
of  reason  over  force  and  the  power  of  love  over  fear. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  RELATIONS  WITH  THE 
SOVIET  UNION 

We  recognize  the  totalitarian  character  and  methods  of 
Russian  communism  and  strongly  disapprove  them.  How¬ 
ever,  we  believe  that  our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union 
need  to  be  treated  as  a  problem  to  be  solved  rather  than 
as  a  combat  to  be  won  or  lost.  Both  sides  must  contribute 
to  the  solution.  The  present  crisis  In  these  relations  is  largely 
a  reflection  of  the  deep  fears  which  each  country  has  of  the 
other’s  policies  and  Intentions.  A  sincere  and  thorough  effort 
to  reduce  these  fears  is  needed  if  any  fundamental  Improve¬ 
ment  in  relations  is  to  be  achieved.  This  will  require  patience, 
a  recognition  of  the  real  difficulties  which  exist,  and  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  judge  our  actions  by  the  same  standards  to  which 
we  subject  those  of  the  Soviet  Union.  It  calls  for  a  deter¬ 
mination  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  take  the  moral 
initiative  in  seeking  a  reversal  of  the  present  tendency  to 
accept  war  as  inevitable. 

In  this  statement  we  discuss  United  States  policies 
because  as  citizens  we  are  in  some  measure  responsible  for 
them.  We  appeal  to  the  United  States  to  make  fresh  and 
persistent  effort  to  seek  an  over-all  settlement  of  the  out¬ 
standing  differences  between  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  West. 

We  specifically  urge  that  the  United  States  and  the 
other  Western  Powers  continue  negotiations  through  all  pos¬ 
sible  channels  with  the  Soviet  Union  on  all  outstanding  issues, 
and  that  new  efforts  be  made  to  break  the  present  impasse 
by  devising  other  possible  formulas  for  settlement.  The 
removal  of  barriers  to  cultural  exchange  of  students  and 
others  between  the  United  States  and  the  U.S.S.R.  and  also 
the  countries  under  Russian  influence,  reduction  of  arma¬ 
ments,  strengthening  the  moral  and  legal  authority  of  the 
United  Nations,  and  an  International  program  of  economic 
recovery  including  development  of  greater  east-west  trade 


THE  UNITED  NATIONS  AND  FEDERAL 
WORLD  GOVERNMENT 

The  United  Nations 

The  world  neighborhood  must  be  effectively  organized 
as  a  world  community.  To  this  end,  we  believe  that  the 
United  States  should  give  full  political,  financial  and  moral 
support  to  the  United  Nations  and  Its  related  agencies  in  all 
their  constructive  efforts  for  a  peaceful  world.  The  United 
States  should  unfalteringly  and  consistently  encourage  the 
fullest  possible  use  of  the  Unitel  Nations  for  economic,  social 
and  political  cooperation  among  nations. 

In  its  own  actions,  the  United  States  should  set  a  better 
example  of  working  through  the  United  Nations  and  not 
by-passing  it  when  that  happens  to  seem  expedient.  When 
American  proposals  do  not  receive  the  necessary  support 
for  adoption  by  the  United  Nations,  we  should  patiently 
and  imaginatively  seek  to  find  more  generally  acceptable 
solutions  rather  than  proceeding  independently  of  the 
United  Nations. 

We  particularly  urge  full  use  of  United  Nations  ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  field  of  human  welfare  and  progress.  The 
Trusteeship  Council,  the  Economic  and  Social  Council,  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  and  the  United  Nations 
Educational,  Scientific,  and  Cultural  Organization  are  ex¬ 
amples  of  agencies  in  which  full  and  purposeful  participation 
by  all  member  nations  will  open  additional  channels  through 
which  world-wide  standards  of  living  and  behavior  may  be 
raised. 

We  oppose  (I)  attempts  to  form  a  North  Atlantic 
Security  Pact  and  other  proposals  for  armed  alliances  in 
the  guise  of  regional  arrangements  under  the  United  Nations, 
because  these,  we  believe,  will  further  solidify  the  existing 
divisions  in  the  world  instead  of  reducing  these  divisions  and 
fostering  the  unity  necessary  for  peaceful  cooperation; 
(2)  establishment  of  bases  in,  or  a  military  alliance  with, 
Spain;  (3)  efforts  to  mis-direct  the  Benelux  agreements  into 
a  military  alliance;  (4)  the  building  of  military  bases  in  former 
mandated  and  colonial  areas;  (5)  the  policy  of  attempting 
the  containment  of  Russia  by  military  pressure,  because  it 
by-passes  the  United  Nations  and  retards  the  development 
of  security  through  truly  international  action.  We  advise 
against  those  proposals  which  seek  to  "strengthen  the  United 
Nations''  by  reorganizing  it  without  the  Soviet  Union  or  by 
eliminating  the  veto  on  enforcement  against  nations  by  war, 
instead  of  making  necessary  basic  changes  in  the  United 
Nations  Charter.  These  proposals  will  appear  to  Russia  as 
a  power  politics  move  against  her,  motivated  by  the  more 
favorable  voting  position  of  the  United  States  in  the  Security 
Council. 

We  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  Assembly  reso¬ 
lution  calling  upon  the  Great  Powers  to  compose  their  differ- 
ences  and  to  work  out  peace  treaties  with  Germany  and 
Japan.  ’ 

We  urge  action  by  the  Congress  in  support  of  the 
objectives  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and 


Federal  World  Gov 


While  supporting  the  United 
manner,  we  recognize  that  it  is  not 
stituted,  to  build  or  maintain  peace, 
United  Nations  should  be  develop 
federal  world  government  of  limitec 
law  enforceable  on  individuals.  On 
the  United  States  could  greatly  aid 
clearly  indicating  Its  readiness  to 
national  sovereignty  over  armaments, 
authority,  in  order  to  aid  the  achiev 
versal  reduction  of  national  armai 
This  international  authority  can  be  e 
by  an  International  civilian  agency  o 
to  question  and  arrest  individuals. 


DISARMAMENT  AND  < 
ATOMIC  ENE 


The  present  arms  race  is  one  c 
ing  toward  war.  Armaments  inspir 
dence  and  can  never  build  a  real  or 
ment  is  one  of  the  essentials  for  du 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Unio 

f  A  new  approach  aiminq  for  rea 

is  vital.  We  recommend  that: 

1.  The  United  States  should  v 
positive  international  control^ 
rapid  disarmament  of  nati' 
levels.  This  would  require 
development  authority,  effe< 
tion  and  police  forces  actii 
violators,  and  elimination  of  \ 
Nations  operations,  on  inspe( 
on  individuals. 

2.  Vigorous  and  imaginative  efi 
in  the  meantime  to  carry  ou^ 
eral  Assembly  Resolutions 
November  1948,  calling  for 
of  armaments;  also  the  Ass 
calling  for  steps  to  prevent 
promote  friendly  relations  a 
proposals  by  the  Soviet  Uni 

'  in  armaments  should  not  be  < 

but  used  as  a  basis  for  rene> 
areas  of  agreement.  While 
of  armaments  and  supervis 
ures  by  the  United  Nations 
'  made  to  reconcile  the  Sovi 
sfjection  with  the  United  S 
hensive  inspection.  The  d 
ceptable  position  is  essentii 
race  is  to  be  halted. 

1 We  urge  that  careful 

T  the  calling  of  an  internatioi 

1  to  be  held  under  United  N 


WORLD  TRADE 


to  aid  the  development  and 
:h  is  to  to'low  the  Declaration. 

I  Government 

nited  Nations  in  the  above 
is  not  adequate,  as  now  con- 
peace.  We  believe  that  the 
leveloped  toward  a  genuine 
limited  powers,  acting  under 
).  One  of  the  ways  in  which 
■|y  aid  this  development  is  by 
*ss  to  accept  restrictions  of 
ments,  in  favor  of  international 
achievement  of  rapid  and  uni¬ 
armaments  to  police  levels. 
1  be  exercised  effectively  only 
3ncy  of  inspection  empowered 
uals. 


NID  CONTROL  OF 
ENERGY 


one  of  the  chief  factors  lead- 
inspire  fear  rather  than  confl- 
sal  or  lasting  peace.  Dlsarma- 
or  durable  peace  between  the 
Union. 

Dr  real  security  to  both  peoples 
b 

Lild  work  toward  the  goal  of 
ntrol  of  all  major  weapons  with 
nations  to  internal  policing 
ijulre  an  international  atomic 
effective  international  inspec- 
acting  directly  on  individual 
n  of  the  veto  on  normal  United 
nspectlon,  and  on  enforcement 


'e  efforts  should  be  undertaken 
y  out  the  United  Nations  Gen- 
ons  of  December  1946,  and 
)  for  reduction  and  regulation 
Assembly  Resolution  of  1947 
\rent  incitement  to  war  and  to 
ns  among  nations.  The  recent 
Union  for  one-third  reduction 
be  dismissed  as  "propaganda" 
•enewed  exploration  of  possible 
^hile  working  toward  inspection 
3rvision  of  disarmament  meas- 
Hons,  further  attempts  must  be 
Soviet  emphasis  on  limited  In- 
id  States  emphasis  on  compre- 
e  discovery  of  a  mutually  ac- 
sntial  if  the  present  armaments 


iful  preparations  begin  now  for 
itional  disarmament  conference 
d  Nations  auspices  to  study  the 


over-all  problems  of  mutual  reduction  of  armaments 
toward  the  goal  of  world  disarmament. 

3.  The  United  States  should  support  the  development  of 
a  United  Nations  Atomic  Authority  tor  the  purpose  of 
developing  the  use  of  atomic  energy  and  products  for 
human  welfare,  of  outlawing  its  use  for  military  pur¬ 
poses,  of  continuing  civilian  controls,  and  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  thoroughgoing  system  of  inspection.  The  United 
States  should  cease  making  atomic  bombs  and  dispose 
of  the  present  stockpile  under  the  supervision  of  the 
United  Nations  as  evidence  of  her  determination  to 
outlaw  atomic  weapons  now  and  build  a  firm  system 
of  control. 

4.  International  agreements  be  concluded  to  abolish  con¬ 
scription  and  to  eliminate  weapons  of  mass  destruction 
and  the  preparation  for  bacteriological  warfare. 

5.  The  United  States  support  the  internationalization  and 
demilitarization  under  the  United  Nations  of  strategic 
waterways  and  of  the  Polar  regions. 

Whether  or  not  progress  towards  disarmament  is  now 
possible  through  the  United  Nations,  we  advise  sharp  re¬ 
striction  of  United  States  expenditures  on  armaments. 


RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF 


We  recommend  continuing  generous  support  for  an 
adequate  program  of  relief  and  recovery.  In  particular 
we  support: 

1 .  Continued  appropriations  for  the  Economic  Coopera¬ 
tion  Administration; 

2.  The  development  of  similar  long  term  programs  for 
the  needy  countries  of  Asia,  South  America  and 
Eastern  Europe  (such  programs  could  be  financed  by 
the  huge  sums  now  going  into  rearmament  appro¬ 
priations); 

3.  The  carrying  out  of  recovery  programs  In  close  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the 
United  Nations.  These  undertakings  should  be  freed 
from  the  unfortunate  influence  of  military  considera¬ 
tions,  The  results  in  Greece  give  a  warning  which 
should  be  heeded.  The  misuse  of  economic  resources 
for  military  purposes  threatens  to  defeat  the  essential 
objective  of  recovery; 

4.  Generous  support,  both  through  appropriations  and 
voluntary  contributions,  for  the  International  Children's 
Emergency  Fund; 

5.  Prompt  appropriation  of  the  $16,000,000  proposed  for 
the  United  Nations  program  of  relief  for  Palestine 
refugees; 

6.  Appropriation  for  relief  and  reconstruction  abroad  of 
the  money  ($1,247,000)  earned  during  the  recent  war 
by  conscientious  objectors  which  was  impounded  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  as  a  frozen  fund  and  later 
allocated  to  general  receipts. 


We  advocate  and  support  measures  to  increase  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  international  trade.  In  particular,  we  support 
United  States  adherence  to  the  International  Trade  Organi¬ 
zation  and  continuation,  unimpaired  and  on  a  permanent 
basis,  of  the  principles  of  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Program,  con¬ 
sidering  the  need  for  revision  as  it  arises.  We  advocate  and 
support  efforts  to  enlarge  the  channels  for  trade  between  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  nations  associated  with  her,  and  the  rest 
of  the  world. 


IMMIGRATION  AND  DISPLACED  PERSONS 


We  urge  a  policy  of  greater  generosity  and  unselfish¬ 
ness  by  the  United  States  toward  displaced  persons  and 
would-be  immigrants. 

The  Displaced  Persons  Act  of  1948,  under  which  only 
about  2500  people  entered  the  United  States  during  the 
latter  half  of  last  year,  should  be  promptly  amended  to 
remove  inequalities  and  burdensome  technical  requirements 
and  to  admit  greater  numbers.  The  United  States  is  not 
yet  doing  its  fair  share  to  help  destitute  and  homeless  people, 
including  those  of  German  background  who  were  uprooted 
in  Eastern  Europe. 

Moreover,  our  whole  immigration  policy,  which  is  based 
too  much  on  racism  and  provincialism,  should  be  overhauled. 
As  a  beginning,  we  support  legislation  to  modify  federal 
immigration  and  naturalization  laws  to  permit  immigration 
and  citizenship  without  regard  to  race,  color,  or  national 
origin. 


CULTURAL  EXCHANGE 


We  encourage  cultural  exchange  through  all  possible 
channels,  including  libraries,  conferences,  and  exchange  of 
students,  teachers  and  other  personnel. 


MILITARIZATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

We  reiterate  our  determined  opposition  to  universal 
military  training  and  conscription,  to  the  increasing  militariza¬ 
tion  of  America  through  military  training  in  the  schools, 
to  the  military  control  of  scientific  research  and  atomic 
development,  to  the  military  domination  of  American  foreign 
policy,  and  to  the  large  proportion  of  federal  expenditures 
which  go  for  military  purposes. 


WELFARE.  EDUCATION  AND 
SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Sensitivity  to  human  needs  in  our  communities  leads  to 
action  by  individuals  and  by  voluntary  organizations.  Indi¬ 
vidual  awareness  of  and  responsibility  for  human  need  must 
be  nurtured.  Responsibility  by  the  states  should  be  encour¬ 
aged.  Under  certain  circumstances  federal  aid  is  necessary 
to  make  up  for  inadequacy  of  individual  and  local  resources. 


Therefore  we  support: 

Federal  aid  to  education,  under  safeguards  for  state 
and  local  independence  in  the  control  of  public 
schools,  including  freedom  from  military  control; 

A  health  program  adequately  supporting  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service  and  providing  more 
generously  for  the  care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  for 
school  health  programs;  and  nationwide  provision  for 
medical  and  hospital  benefits,  using  voluntary  methods 
to  the  greatest  possible  extent,  and  providing  safe¬ 
guards  for  the  individual's  free  choice  of  doctors  and 
Institutions; 

Federal  action  to  supplement  state  and  local  en¬ 
couragement  of  low-cost  housing. 

We  also  recommend  continued  development  and  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Social  Security  Program. 

We  recommend  basic  research  and  planning  toward 
stable  and  full  employment.  Including  planning  of  a  long- 
range  program  of  beneficial  public  works  which  might  be 
accelerated  in  case  of  a  serious  recession  in  employment. 

We  encourage  the  development  of  procedures  for 
better  relations  between  labor  and  management  and  for  the 
mutually  satisfactory  solutions  of  conflicts  between  them. 

We  commend  the  efforts  of  the  Hoover  Commission  to 
reduce  waste,  duplication,  and  extravagance  in  the  federal 
government  and  to  reorganize  the  various  agencies  of  gov¬ 
ernment  more  efficiently. 


CIVIL  LIBERTIES 
Loyalty 

The  present  method  of  conducting  loyalty  tests  of  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  federal  government  should  either  be  revised 
in  the  interest  of  fairness  or  discontinued.  Too  often  em¬ 
ployees  are  questioned  or  dismissed  on  charges  which  are 
not  proved  and  on  evidence  which  they  cannot  examine, 
such  evidence  coming  from  unidentified  sources.  This  we 
deplore,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  employees  in  the  State 
Department,  Defense  Department  and  Atomic  Energy  Com¬ 
mission  are  not  given  even  the  minimum  protection  provided 
by  the  government  loyalty  review  system.  We  recognize 
that  the  government  has  the  same  right  as  any  other  em¬ 
ployer  to  dismiss  employees  who  are  Incompetent  or  disloyal 
to  their  employer’s  legitimate  interests.  The  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  Civil  Rights  suggest 
the  following  safeguards:  specific  rules  of  evidence  should 
be  laid  down;  each  employee  should  have  the  right  to  a  bill 
of  particular  accusations;  representation  by  counsel  at  all 
examinations  or  hearings;  the  right  to  subpoena  witnesses  or 
documenis;  a  stenographic  report  of  proceedings;  a  written 
decision  and  time  to  prepare  a  written  brief  for  an  appeal. 
In  addition,  the  employee  should  have  the  right  to  confront 
and  cross-examine  his  accusers. 

Secrecy  and  Security 

We  urge  reliance  on  the  free  exchange  of  knowledge 
rather  than  the  futile  and  dangerous  policy  of  secrecy  re¬ 
garding  scientific  developments  which  may  have  possible 
military  value. 


> 

We  urge  that  the  Pn 
pardon  program  initiated 
December  24,  1947.  Amr 
those  whose  conscientious 
ethical  and  intellectual  te 
religious  language  to  expi 

We  further  urge  tha 
to  include  the  Jehovah’s  \ 
the  Puerto  Ricans  who 
representation,  the  Navaj 
on  religious  grounds,  the  f 
Training  and  Service  Act 
tion,  and  those  who  wall 
Camps  or  who  refused  to  ^ 
Camps  or  in  prison  becau 

We  recommend  thai 
with  the  Selective  Servi 
scruples  be  given  the  opf 
to  do  constructive  work  a 
conscientious  convictions. 

Racial  Justli 

Civil  liberties  and  civ 
safeguards  of  "life,  liber 
under  due  process  of  Ic 
residents  of  the  United  St 
leges,  and  opportunities 
democracy.  We  therefot 
life,  liberty,  and  happine 
approve  of  all  legislation 
their  rights  and  liberties, 
tunity  to  develop  to  thel 
position  with  the  deep  re 
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Amnesty 

he  President  reconsider  the  very  limited 
iated  under  the  Amnesty  Declaration  of 
Amnesty  should  be  extended  to  include 
ntiously  held  principles  are  expressed  in 
ual  terms  as  well  as  those  who  can  use 
>  express  their  beliefs. 


forms  in  its  domestic  life  has  great  significance,  for  good  or 
ill,  in  its  relations  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  we  approve  national 
legisation: 

I.  To  abolish  the  poll  tax  as  a  prerequisite  for  voting  for 
candidates  for  national  office. 


e  that  the  amnesty  should  be  extended  2 

ah's  Witnesses,  and  other  such  groups  as 
who  objected  to  conscription  without 
Navajo  and  Hopi  Indians  who  objected 
the  Negroes  who  opposed  the  Selective 
Act  on  the  grounds  of  racial  discrimina- 
>  walked  out  of  Civilian  Public  Service 
jd  to  cooperate  in  Civilian  Public  Service 
Decause  of  conscientious  reasons. 

d  that  men  convicted  of  non-compliance 
Service  Law  because  of  conscientious 
e  opportunity  of  probation  and  allowed  5. 

/ork  at  home  or  abroad  in  line  with  their 
tions. 

Justice  and  Civil  Rights 


To  declare  lynching  and  related  forms  of  mob  violence 
a  federal  crime  and  to  provide  machinery  of  enforce¬ 
ment. 

To  abolish  capital  punishment. 

To  make  possible  the  end  of  wardship  for  American 
Indians  through  an  adequately  supported,  long-term 
program  of  rehabilitation  and  education,  with  due  pro¬ 
vision  made  for  protecting  the  Indian  tribal  lands. 

To  reaffirm  the  position  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
as  a  federal  city  and  capital  of  the  nation  and  provide 
for  outlawing  of  all  public  practices  of  discrimination, 
based  on  race,  creed,  color,  or  national  origin,  and  to 
strengthen  the  civil  rights  laws  pertaining  to  the  District 
of  Columbia. 


nd  civil  rights  touch  (I)  the  constitutional 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness" 
of  law  secured  to  all  Americans  and 
hed  States  and  (2)  the  prerogatives,  privi- 
nities  which  are  the  ideals  of  American 
erefore  recommend  legislation  to  protect 
ippiness  of  the  individual  and  must  dis-  7. 

ilation  which  abuses  individuals,  violates 
srties,  and  denies  them  the  fullest  oppor- 
0  their  greatest  capacity.  We  take  this  8. 

3ep  recognition  that  how  this  nation  per- 


6.  To  establish  a  federal  program  for  fair  employment 
practices,  to  work  for  the  abolishment  of  discrimination 
in  employment,  in  the  government  service  and  inter¬ 
state  commerce,  based  on  race,  creed,  color  or 
national  origin. 

To  outlaw  restrictive  covenants  in  housing  and  the 
ownership  of  land. 

To  prohibit  discrimination  and  segregation  based  on 
race,  color,  creed  or  national  origin. 


The  above  recommendations  were  approved  in  principle, 
subject  to  editorial  revision,  by  the  General  Committee  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  Philadelphia,  January  6,  1949,  with  some 
dissent  on  certain  items. 

This  Statement  does  not  preclude  later  action  this  year 
by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  regarding 
other  issues  of  concern  to  Friends  which  may  arise. 

A  monthly  newsletter  on  legislative  developments  in  Con¬ 
gress  is  sent  to  all  contributors  of  $2  per  year  or  more. 

This  is  not  an  official  statement  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 


